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The estimated population of Pakistan in 2010 was over 170 million making it the world's
sixth most-populous country, behind Brazil and ahead of Bangladesh. In 1951 Pakistan
had a population of 34 million. The population growth rate now stands at 1.6%. It is
expected that by 2030, Pakistan will overtake Indonesia as the largest Muslim country in
the world.

The majority of southern Pakistan's population live along the Indus River. By population
size, Karachi is the largest city of Pakistan. In the northern half, most of the population live
in an arc formed by the cities of Lahore, Faisalabad, Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Gujranwala,
Sialkot, Gujrat, Jhelum, Sargodha, Sheikhupura, Nowshera, Mardan and Peshawar.

Life expectancy at birth is 63 years for females and 62 years for males as 0o 2006 compared
to the healthy life expectancy at birth which was 54 years for males and 52 years for
females in 2003.

Expenditure on health was at 2% of the GDP in 2006. The mortality below 5 was at 97 per
1,000 live births in 2006. During 1990-2003, Pakistan sustained its historical lead as the
most urbanised nation in South Asia, with city dwellers making up 36% of its population.
Furthermore, 50% of Pakistanis now reside in towns of 5,000 people or more.

Pakistan is a multilingual country with more than sixty languages being spoken. English is
tBe official language of Pakistan and used in official business, government, and legal
contracts, and Punjabi has a plurality of native speakers. Urdu is the lingua franca and
national language in Pakistan. Punjabi is the provincial language of Punjab. Saraiki is also
spoken in the larger area of Punjab province. Pashto is the provincial language of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Sindhi is the provincial language of Sindh and Balochi is the provincial
l1a8nguage of Balochistan.




